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Performance Notes

Exp|qno’rion of Sym|oo|s

®
r F Unpitched, Spoken, or undefined pitch. Unpitched vocal fry where indicated.

<
r r Falsetto. T/ Vocal fry at approximate pitch; half-fry. F Audible inhale; gasp.

# 1/4 sharp. d 1/4 flat. ﬁ 3/4 sharp. db 3/4 flat. .\ Fall. /. Scoop.

@ 4 N Microtonal gliss. away from note and back in given direction.
N @® @ Ifnotarget pitch is indicated, gliss. should span a quarter tone.

gl’l/ss' Glissando; occurs over the full duration of the note it starts on.
1. .
)_)OY/ Portamento; occurs only at the end of the note it starts on.

‘ ‘ Headless stems; show contour and quarter note beat during long glissandi.

LemTTITIIIT . No breath. 9 Breath mark; notes prior to breath marks should be shortened to give the performer a
chance to breathe. The tempo should not slow down. Don't treat these like fermatas.

WVVVVYWVYWY  [ndicates a transition from normal to slow moving vibrato. Vibrato width need not be altered.

———%» Arrow; denotes gradual transition of indicated musical parameter.

- - Spoken text; approximate duration shown graphically. Alignment of text with downbeats is
‘ Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet.| more important than intra-measure alignment. Rhythm and affect should always be
conversational.

P l’\ onemes
Most phonemes are drawn directly the name James Franco:
/dsetmzfiznko(v)/

There are a few that are not:

/v/ (a transformation of /f/) la/
/¢/ (a transformation of /k/) o/
u/

/j/ (a transformation of /1/)

The IPA phonemes used in the score should be familiar to most vocalists. Below are a few that are perhaps more uncommon.

d — alveolar D, never aspirated, not an alveolar tap (see below).
d — dental D, as in Spanish or Italian, percussive.
1— American rhotic R (postalveolar approximant).

¢ —flipped R or D (alveolar tap).
r —rolled R (performers, specifically Soprano 1 and Bass 1 and 2, should be able to roll their Rs.)



& — nasal, overbright

? — placed before a vowel to denote a pronounced glottal stop
h _ placed after a vowel or consonant to denote a pronounced aspiration

The IPA in the score uses slash notation (e.g. /k/ vs. [k"]). Performers generally don’t need to worry about exact phonological
precision regarding aspirations, minute colorings of vowels, and other sounds that are generally allophonic in English. In some
cases, however, aspirations, glottal stops, and other normally allophonic sounds have been specified.

The piece uses three variants of R, three variants of D (with the alveolar tap being used for both R and D), and will
sometimes specify aspirations or glottal stops (see IPA above). In general, if there’s not glottal stop notated before a vowel it

should be omitted.

Some monosyllabic words are written out non-phonetically (e.g. “oh” or “bum” vs. /05/ or /bam/) for convenience. They can be
sung with diphthongs or allophones as desired, but notated phonemes such as /o/ should be sung as a specific pure vowel.

Spoken Sections

Boxed text should be spoken for the duration shown graphically. The rhythm should always be conversational. Bold text
denotes words that should be specifically stressed. The most important part of the rhythm is where each box starts! Aligning
words with downbeats is much more important than aligning them within a measure.

Spoken text for which the rhythms have been notated should be spoken with as much rhythmic precision as possible while
preserving a natural, non-mechanical affect (i.e., if a note gets tied into a downbeat, don’t accent the downbeat).

Articulation

Tenutos always denote added weight, not length. All notes, unless preceding a breath mark or marked staccato, should always
be sung for their full duration.

Slurs are used to denote legato passages, and are generally omitted from melismas.
Accent marks on notes with quiet dynamics should be approached like “forte-piano”s.

All glissandi should last the full duration of the notes they start on. Glissandi that span several notes are notated using
headless notes, which always denote quarter note duration values.

Portamenti, on the other hand, occur only at the end of the note they start on, with the performer sliding into the pitch of the
next note.

Specia| Tecl’miques

1. As mentioned above, this piece uses rolled Rs in several places, specifically in the Soprano 1, Bass 1, and Bass 2 parts. These
performers should be able to roll their Rs for the length of a phrase.

. Sometimes these rolled Rs are articulated in conjunction with /f/.
. The Tenor 2 is required to whistle from a sounding A4 to B5.

. Measures 405 — 410 include finger snapping to imitate the sound of rain. This can be understated; it’s not meant to be showy.

[SA T NGNS I\

. Performers should know how to pronounce certain words with certain pronunciations:
¢ “Ludwig” with German pronunciation.

® “Reyes” with Spanish pronunciation (using the voiced palatal fricative /j/ found in Latin American dialects when
pronouncing the letter Y).

® “Crema” with Italian pronunciation.
6. The Soprano 1 should be familiar with French spoken diction (not sung diction) for sections that involve spoken French.

7. In general, this piece demands a great amount of theatricality from the performers. Bring your own personality to it!
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Musical References
This piece uses a variety of musical references and quotations with which the performers may wish to make themselves familiar:

Musical and Textual Allusions (Pastiche)

e Stock music with whistling, ukuleles, and swung rhythms that’s often used to score Buzzfeed videos.
¢ Buzzfeed article headlines.

¢ “Harmonizer” style parody videos.

e Skipping records and CDs.

¢ Pitch/Time shifted audio.

¢ The text “Millennial High Art,” is an allusion to a short but powerful video of the same name by Michael Sorace, Edward
Sturm, and David Labuguen.

¢ Sensualist and Surrealist poetry found in perfume ads.

Mousical and Textual Quotations

¢ Dial-Up Modem Sound.

¢ Apple Computer Startup Sound.

* AOL “You've Got Mail!” Sound.

¢ TV/Radio Static

¢ “Coming soon to own on video and DVD!” from VHS and DVD previews.
¢ “And now, our Feature Presentation!” from VHS and DVD previews.

® The Toys 1 Us Jingle, 7 Don’t Wanna Grow Up.

® My Name is James by Randy Newman from James and the Giant Peach (1996).
¢ Names of various Instagram filters.

¢ “You Can Skip This Ad” button on YouTube ads.

¢ “Gucci by Guccl. The new fragrance.” From Gucci’s perfume ad featuring James Franco.

® Various name brands (e.g. Apple, Vineyard Vines, etc.).

e VYT 5920/ BRD T ¥ 12— (Liva Frank 420 / Modern Computing) by Macintosh Plus, which itself samples 7t Your
Move by Diana Ross.

¢ Selections from the promissory note of a Direct PLUS Loan.

¢ Excepts from a quote by Aunt May in Spider-dan 2 (2004): “Everybody loves a hero. People line up for them, cheer them,
scream their names. And years later, they'll tell how they stood in the rain for hours just to get a glimpse of the one who
taught them to hold on a second longer. I believe there's a hero in all of us, that keeps us honest, gives us strength, makes us
noble, and finally allows us to die with pride, even though sometimes we have to be steady, and give up the thing we want
the most. Even our dreams.”

Stage Setup

Performers stand in an arc, highest voices stage right, moving progressively lower toward stage left with lowest bass furthest
stage left as shown. Performers may use music stands. Microphones (see Amplification Setup) may be on stands or handheld.

0 @ @)
* Microphone @ D% %
AR (D Q@)

—
D Stage Monitor (see Amplification Setup) @

B
A

&



Amp|ifico’rion Sei‘up

Unless otherwise noted, all technical specifications are REQUIRED for performance of the piece.

Each singer should be individually mic’ed (8§ RELIABLE microphones through 8 different channels, SM58s or equivalent). These

can be handheld or on boom stands.

The sound system must provide high quality consistent and even coverage for all areas of the audience. System must include sub
woofers, and where appropriate, front fills and delays for balcony areas.

The channels should be splayed evenly across a stereo field as shown below:

Voice Part Pan (approximated as accurately as possible)
Soprano 1 98% Left
Soprano 2 70% Left
Alto 1 42% Left
Alto 2 14% Left
Tenor 1 14% Right
Tenor 2 42% Right
Bass 1 70% Right
Bass 2 98% Right

The speakers are to be placed in front of the singers. By no means will the singers perform in front of the speakers.
The singers and conductor should be given 2-4 stage monitors. They may be driven from one mix (separate mixes are preferable).

The addition of very light reverb is permissible. Heavy reverb may be added during measures 276-292 (Rehearsals JJ to LL).

Concert Dress

Traditional “concert black” would be inappropriate for this piece. The work is a reflection of the 2017 millennial zeitgeist, and the
dress of the performers should reflect that. Dress like you're in a rock band or like you're a fashion model or a movie star.

If there are any there questions regarding notation or performance, please ask me. You can reach me at miggytorres@gmail.com.




Composer's Note

On the Fractured 1dentity of the Millennial (And New Hierophanies Therein) is an exploration of the social and economic
damages inflicted on the Millennial generation as a result of the broken promises of 80s and 90s Capitalism. The work paints
a portrait of a generation trapped in its adolescence, searching for its own identity, having been exploited by promises of a
future that never came. This loss of identity and subsequent imprisonment in a state of adolescence is represented through the
deification, degradation, and eventual destruction of the mythological identity of James Franco.

James Franco’s body of work constantly interrogates themes of adolescence and self-identity. In 2001, Franco
starred as the title character in the biographical television film James Dean, an icon of the teenage disenchantment of a
previous generation In 2010, Franco published Palo Alto Stories, a collection of short stories recounting gritty experiences of
teenagers set in his home town. In the same year, Franco produced a short film Masculinity and Me explormg gender identity.
The film was shown as part of a mixed media exhibition entitled ZThe Dangerous Book Four Boys, again an exploration of
adolescence. From 2009 to 2012 James Franco, already a well established in Hollywood, portrayed a character known simply
as “Franco” on the soap opera General Hospital —a caricature of himself.

Beyond the works he produces, however, Franco’s career itself can be viewed as a piece of performance art,
glorifying adolescence and the search for personal identity. This is made especially clear by his pursuit of six graduate degrees
(many of which were completed concurrently) in various artistic fields such as poetry, fiction writing, and digital media. By
embodying the messy imperfections of adolescence —the striving through intense hard work to transform himself into
something greater than what he was as a child—Franco personifies the search for personal identity that accompanies
adolescence.

In a sense, the mythological Franco has fulfilled the promises of 80s and 90s Capitalism, becoming an icon of
Millennialism. He has become “anything he wants to be,” devoting his life to the creation of art. A closer look, however,
reveals a more disturbing truth: Franco’s relentless pursuit of graduate arts degrees is facilitated by his celebrity status. It is
that very celebrity status that has inhibited him from developing his identity through genuine relationships with others,
keeping him from knowing who he really is and cyclically fueling his relentless search for self. The irony of the myth of
James Franco is that his apparent fulfillment of the Millennial Promise has actually trapped Franco in a state of eternal
adolescence where he’s constantly trying to prove himself, constructing and reconstructing his identity by getting more and
more degrees, creating more and more artwork, portraying more and more characters including hollow versions of himself,
etc. Moreover, rather than overcoming the exploitative forces of 80s and 90s Capitalism, Franco has become an agent of those
forces, using his empty mythological identity to sell Gucci to the Millennial generation.

After the turn of the millennium, a generation brought up to believe they could be anything they wanted to be —
imbued with glorious idealism —began to wake up, finally opening their eyes to historically high levels of youth
unemployment following the Great Recession. The promises of utopic future, having once seemed possible, exist now only on
worn out VHS tapes. Millennials who want, like Franco, to devote their lives to the creation of art or the pursuit of a trade
have been forced away from their dreams, crushed by the cost of education and pulverizing student loan debt. This
dissonance between who they wanted to be and who they can afford to be has left many Millennials with a fractured identity,
trapped —like Franco—in a state of eternal adolescence. Indeed, it has been observed that Millennials are putting off
traditional rites of passage such as owning a home, getting married, or having children for primarily economic reasons,
leading some sociologists to dub Millennials “The Peter Pan Generation.”

In the wake of the shattering of the Millennial Promise, several brands emerged from the Great Recession with a
new promise, enticing Millennials to reconstruct their splintered identities by cultivating artificial relationships with products.
Just as James Franco’s celebrity status and the commoditization of his identity inhibits him from generating a sense of
personal identity, Millennials’ empty relationships with brands further obstruct them from generating a genuine sense of self.

Beyond developing these artificial relationships with brands, Millennials Sisyphistically continue the search for
their own identities upon media where identities are artificially constructed (Facebook, Instagram, etc.). On the Fractured
Ldentity of the Millennial not only casts into stark relief the absurdity of the perpetual search by Millennials for their own
identities upon platforms where identities are artificially manufactured, but it also asks the question: without that search,
would these social media even exist? The question then becomes one of Qui abigit auriga—a chicken and egg problem. Do
these social media platforms fuel a futile search for selfness or do they emerge as a byproduct of animals scouring in the dark
for photographs to call mirrors?

Despite being trapped in this socioeconomic killing jar, certain studies and surveys have shown Millennials to be the
most civic-minded, progressive, and compassionate generation on record. On the Fractured Identity of the Millennial ends with a
complete breakdown of James Franco’s mythological identity and an allusion to the hope that the very idealism imbued in
Millennials for the sake of their exploitation will be the same idealism with which we overcome that exploitation and make
the world a better place, though perhaps at great cost.

Cheers.
—MT
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J= 60, quasi ametric, static
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60, ametric
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slowly close to /m/ steady, mythical, (J =60)
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